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On the evening of Feb. 23, former president Raul Alfonsin (1983-89) was targeted by an assassin
while speaking at a political rally attended by 5,000 persons in San Nicolas (250 km. northwest of
Buenos Aires). Radical Civic Union party members subdued the assailant when his gun jammed.
Alfonsin was not injured, and completed his talk after police removed the assailant from the scene.
Carlos Castro, Alfonsin's chief spokesperson, identified the attacker as Ismael Abdala, a retired
member of the militarized border guard force, known as the Gendarmeria Nacional. Castro said
two accomplices escaped. Alfonsin has been the target of "extremists" due to his government's
prosecution of former military leaders for human rights abuses during the 1976-83 dictatorship.
Early Sunday morning, party sources reported that one of the assailant's accomplices had been
apprehended. The Agence France-Presse reported that hours prior to the rally, Alfonsin's entourage
received two threats by telephone. The first caller said a bomb had been placed at the hotel where
Alfonsin was staying, and the second warned of an explosive under the speaker's platform at the
rally. Subsequent searches indicated that both threats were false alarms. [Basic data from Diarios y
Noticias (DYN, Argentina), AP, EFE, AFP, 02/24/91]
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